
Agenda/Council/14/04/2026 

Ref: Agenda/Council – 14/04/2026 

09th April 2026 

Dear Sir/Madam 

All Members of the Town Council are hereby summoned to the Council Meeting of Biggleswade Town 
Council that will take place on 14th April 2026 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old 
Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade commencing at 7:00pm, for  the purpose of considering and 
recommending the business to be transacted as specified below. 

Yours faithfully 

Karim Hosseini  
Interim Town Clerk 

Distribution:  All Town Councillors 

Notice Boards 

The Press 

AGENDA 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 requires a record be kept of the
Members present and that this record form part of the minutes of the meeting.

Members who cannot attend a meeting should tender apologies to the Town Clerk
and the Committee Clerk.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members in relation to:

a. Disclosable Pecuniary interests in any agenda item.

If a Member has declared a Disclosable Pecuniary interest, they must withdraw from
the meeting during consideration of the item to which the interest relates. If the Member
has been granted a dispensation by the Council, they must still declare the interest but
may take part in the discussion and vote.

b. Non-Pecuniary interests in any agenda item.

This is an interest which is not pecuniary (as defined) but is nonetheless so significant
that a member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts, would reasonably
regard to be so significant that it would materially impact upon your judgement of the
public interest. Upon identification Members can take part in any vote.
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3. TOWN MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

4. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 

  

 To adjourn for a period of up to 15 minutes to allow members of the public to put 
questions      or to address the Council, through the Chairman, pertaining to matters listed 
on the Agenda.  
 
Please register in advance for this webinar: 
 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN IHRIRC58Q9WN6k093W8chA  
 
Each Speaker will give their name to the Chairman, prior to speaking, which will be 
recorded in the minutes, unless that person requests otherwise. Each Speaker will be 
allowed (one) three-minute slot. 

  

5. INVITED SPEAKER 

  

a. None. 

  

6. MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS 

  

7. MINUTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEETINGS 

  

a. For Members to receive and consider the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 10th March 2026 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court 
House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade. 

  

b. For Members to note the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
Meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2026 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, 
The Old Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade. 

  

8. MATTERS ARISING 

  

a. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2026. 

  

9. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

  

a. Asda Car Parking 

  

 For Members to receive and consider a report from the Community Development 
Manager. 

  

b. Tempsford Update 

  

 For Members to receive and consider information related to a consultation about the 
proposed Tempsford development. 

  

c. Twinning Programme 

  

 At the Town Centre Management Committee meeting held on 24th February, Members 
agreed the recommendations contained within the Officer’s report, including that the 
Town Council nominate Members to sit on a Twinning Working Group. 
 
For Members to formally nominate Members of the Town Council to sit on the Twinning 
Working Group. 
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d. Updated Local Plan Timetable  

  

 For Members to receive and consider an update from the CBC website on the local plan. 

  

e. Premises Licence Application - Ertan Salih 

  

 For Members to receive and consider a new premises licence application. 

  

10. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

  

 You can view details of applications and related documentation such as application 
forms, site plans, drawings, decision notices and other supporting documents for 
planning applications on the Central Bedfordshire Council website. Click on the 
hyperlink (electronic copy) on the heading of each planning application listed below. 

  

a. CB/26/00313/AD - Unit J, A1 Retail Park, London Road, Biggleswade, SG18 8NE  

  

 Advertisement: Installation of 3 internally illuminated fascia signs. 
 
The Planning Officer has approved an extension, allowing the Town Council until 
15th April to submit its formal response to the planning application. 

  

b. CB/26/00500/REG3 - St Andrews Lower School Nursery Unit, Brunts Lane, 
Biggleswade, SG18 0LY  

  

 Siting of new classroom building. 
 
The Planning Officer has approved an extension, allowing the Town Council until 
15th April to submit its formal response to the planning application. 

  

c. CB/26/00257/FULL - Anglian Sewage Works, Furzenhall Road, Biggleswade, SG18 
0AD  

  

 Installation of two motor control centre (MCC) kiosks. 
 
The Planning Officer has approved an extension, allowing the Town Council until 
15th April to submit its formal response to the planning application. 

  

d. CB/TCA/26/00119 4 Chapel Fields, Biggleswade, SG18 0ND 

  

 Works to trees within a Conservation Area: Remove Sycamore tree in sections to ground 
level. 
 
The Planning Officer has approved an extension, allowing the Town Council until 
16th April to submit its formal response to the planning application. 

  

e. CB/26/00314/FULL - Stratton Upper School, Eagle Farm Road, Biggleswade, SG18 
8JB  

  

 Relocation of nine air source heat pump units. 

  

f. CB/26/00827/FULL - 1 Warren Close, Biggleswade, SG18 0DQ  

  

 Demolition of existing lean-to and erection of a single storey side extension with roof 
lights. 
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g. CB/26/00292/FULL - 4 Kittiwake Close, Biggleswade, SG18 8HH  

  

 Single storey side extension with roof lights and a pitched roof. Single storey porch with 
a monopitch roof. 

  

h. CB/26/00904/FULL - 1D Winston Crescent, Biggleswade, SG18 0ET  

  

 Store conversion, removal of garage door and insertion of new front window. 

  

i. Planning appeal - Unit B, Normandy Lane, Biggleswade, SG18 8QB 
CB/25/00738/FULL 

  

 For Members to note the outcome of a planning appeal. 

  

11. PLANNING APPLICATION OUTCOMES 

  

a. A report of the Planning Application Outcomes (by exception applications only) as of 
Tuesday 07th April. 

  

12. ACCOUNTS 

  

a. Financial Administration 

  

 Position & Accounts for February 2026. 
 
In addition, the usual financial documentation is available on the Council website as 
follows: Financial Transparency Documents | Biggleswade Town Council. 
 
i. Balance Sheet to 28/02/2026. 
ii. Detailed Income & Expenditure to 28/02/2026. 
iii. Payment Listing from 01/02/2026 to 28/02/2026.  
iv. Summary Income & Expenditure to 28/02/2026. 

  

13. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

  

a. Town Centre Vision 

  

 The Town Centre Vision was discussed at the 09th of April Vision Working Group 
Meeting. The Town Centre Vision will be discussed at the Biggleswade Joint 
Committee Meeting on the 16th of April 2026. 
 
For Members to receive a verbal update from the Community Development Manager. 

  

b. CBC Fees and Charges Consultation 

  

 To receive and note information from Central Bedfordshire Council regarding a 
six-week public consultation on proposed changes to selected fees and charges.  
 
The consultation opens on Wednesday 8 April 2026 and closes at midnight on 
Wednesday 20 May 2026. 
 
CBC’s annual review of fees are normally adjusted in line with inflation. In April 2026, 
fees increased by 3.8%; however, wider cost pressures have risen more rapidly. The 
consultation proposes a further 6.2% increase to some fees and charges from July 
2026 to help ensure services remain sustainable and continue to support the 
community. 
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14. PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 

  

 To adjourn for a period of up to 15 minutes to allow members of the public to put 
questions or to address the Council, through the Chairman, in respect of any other 
business of the Town Council. 
 
Please register in advance for this webinar:  
 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN IHRIRC58Q9WN6k093W8chA  
 
Each Speaker will give their name to the Chairman prior to speaking, which will be 
recorded in the minutes unless that person requests otherwise. Each Speaker will be 
allowed (one) three-minute slot. 

  

15. EXEMPT ITEMS 

  

 Members of the Town Council will resolve to exclude members of the public and press 
from the meeting under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960. By reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted; Financial 
affairs of the Authority/on-going negotiations. 
 
Members of the public and press will be asked to leave the meeting, and the live streaming 
of the meeting will be terminated.  
 
Members will discuss the following items during the exempt session: 
 
(Exempt Minutes of the Town Council Meeting Tuesday 10th March 2026). 
(Recreational and Green Spaces Update). 
(HR Update). 
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 BIGGLESWADE TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Council Meeting 14th April 2026 

Item 9a: Asda Car Park Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Background 
 
In December 2022, ASDA proposed changes to its policy for parking in its car park. The Town 
Council sent out letters to the ASDA Chairman in January and February 2023 and did not 
receive any formal response.  
 
In March 2026, ASDA again changed its car parking rules and policy to introduce a reduced 
maximum period of one hour and thirty minutes (from two hours), and to restrict parking only 
to ASDA customers.  
 
Summary 
 
There is a long-standing agreement negotiated with Mid Beds Council and Safeway 
Supermarkets, grandfathered across to CBC and ASDA. The S.106 agreement dated 17th 
July 2003 is clear at paragraph 9.4.1 that the car park is to be: 
 
“Available for the unrestricted use by members of the general public for parking of private 
motor vehicles free of charge for a maximum period of two hours.” 
 
The proposed ASDA requirement to restrict the use to only ASDA customers, introduces a 
restriction which does not align with the original intent of the agreement. This is particularly 
concerning given the car park was intended to support wider town centre parking provision 
following redevelopment. 
 
BTC and CBC Officers have obtained legal opinion on the S.106 agreement to determine if 
ASDA can make the change. The two sets of legal advice to each Council are that ASDA 
cannot restrict the usage of the car park to only ASDA customers.  
 
Wellers for BTC: “It was a planning condition that the car park be available for general use, 
and that this condition has been complied with to date. On this basis the Town Council is 
justified in objecting to a proposal to restrict car parking to ASDA customers.”  

 
Pathfinder for CBC: “The S106 requires Asda to ensure that the car park shall be available 
for the unrestricted use by members of the general public for parking free of charge for a 
maximum period of two hours. There is a proviso that at times when car parking is not 
available for the customers visiting the store, and/or the car park is full, that Asda may (in its 
absolute discretion on not more than 10 days in any calendar year) in the interests of safety 
and the free flow of vehicles accessing and egressing the car park, impose methods of control 
in relation to the use.” 
 
CBC Planning has confirmed that it has written to ASDA alerting them of the S.106 agreement 
requirements.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Implications of Recommendations 
Corporate strategy: ENGAGEMENT: Improve our engagement with all stakeholders, 
including hard-to-reach groups. 
Finance: Not Applicable. 
Equality: Not Applicable. 
Environment: Not Applicable 
Community Safety: Not Applicable 
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BTC Officers could write to the ASDA Chairman about what is proposed and asking ASDA 
to honour the original stipulation of the S. 106 agreement regarding unfettered parking 
duration.  
 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Members consider and resolve to enable Officers to write to the ASDA Chairman 
objecting to the proposal.  
 
 
Ian Campbell        
Community Development Manager      
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Central Bedfordshire Council 

www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Premises Licence Application 
New premises licence 

Application received on 31/03/2026 

Name of applicant Ertan Salih  

Premises address: 15 Hitchin Street, Biggleswade, SG18 8AX 

Licensable activities 

The sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises Monday to Sunday 07:00hrs to 02:00hrs 

Description of the premises 

An off licence 

The full application can be viewed by arrangement. If you wish to make a representation, please do so via 

email by 30th April 2026. Any such representation must relate to one or more of the four licensing 

objectives: the prevention of crime & disorder; public safety; the prevention of public nuisance and the 

protection of children from harm. 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in connection with an application, the 

maximum fine for which a person is liable on summary conviction is a level 5 fine on the standard scale. 

Contact us…

by telephone: 0300 300 8307 

by email: licensing@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

on the web: www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Write to Central Bedfordshire Council, Thorn Turn, Grendall Lane, 

Houghton Regis, LU5 6GJ 

Item 9e: Premises Licence Application
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BIGGLESWADE TOWN COUNCIL 
 Town Council Meeting 14th April 2026 

Item 12a: Financial Management Report for February 2026 
 

Implications of Recommendations 
Corporate Strategy: GOOD GOVERNANCE: Ensure that the Town Council continues to 
operate within legislation, regulation, ethical guidelines and best practice. 
Finance: Improve Financial reporting with commentary for additional context.  
Equality: Not applicable.  
Environment: Not applicable. 
Community Safety: Not applicable. 

 
 
Background 
 
The usual four reports are on the Council’s website. The full pathway for the February 2026 

reports is: 

 https://biggleswadetowncouncil.gov.uk/about-the-council/finance-transparency-documents/  

The projected outturn position after eleven months indicates an underspend of £2,114 for the 

2025–26 financial year. The Council has included a provision of £25,000 within the projection 

to be transferred to the rolling capital budget at year-end. This approach is consistent with 

the Council’s resolution of 21st January 2025 to increase the rolling capital reserves by 

£25,000 annually, thereby building funds to support future capital expenditure without 

reliance on PWLB borrowing. 

 

The Financial Management Report for February 2026 is available as Appendix A.  

 

Recommendation:  

Members consider and approve the February 2026 Financial Management report.  

 

Ernest Bour 

Head of Finance  

 

 

Appendices: 

 

Appendix A: Financial Management report for February 2026 
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Biggleswade Town Council Management Accounts Finance Report 28/02/2026 APPENDIX A

Actual Actual Budget Variance 
Projected 

Outturn
Committed COMMENTARY

FY24/25 FY 25/26 FY 25/26 FY 25/26 FY 25/26 Expenditure

Income 10740 10288 12400 (2112) 10288

Few allotment plots have recently been relinquished, to 

minimise the number of vacant plots,Officers are 

offering full plots to existing tenants who currently 

hold half plots. At present, there is no waiting list for 

allotment plots.

Expenditure 2387 4321 7200 2879 6200 0

8353 5967 5200 (4991) 4088

Income 80045 48359 75018 (26659) 51114

The projected income has been reduced because the 

actual income has reduced considerably compared to 

the same time last year.

Expenditure 8433 10195 9900 295 10727 0

The projected cost has been increased to incorporate 

the electrical installation review at the old Chapel and 

the follow - up cost associated with remedial works.

71612 38164 65118 (26954) 40387

Income 40698 46903 50500 (3597) 49923

Actual income from the car park for this financial year 

has reduced compared to the same time as last year 

due to software issues affecting the new car parking 

machines during the first quarter. Council Officers have 

worked with the car park machine provider to 

implement a permanent resolution to these technical 

problems. The company has acknowledged the 

disruption and has compensated the Council by issuing 

a 16-month credit note for maintenance cost for the 

Machines. This compensation will help mitigate the 

impact on the overall budget and support a more 

stable financial position moving forward.

Expenditure 78937 83261 87701 779 91148 3661

The projected expenditure has been increased to cover 

the costs related to the external grant and successful 

insurance claim. An equivalent amount is included in 

the car pack income.

(38,239) (36358) (37201) (4376) (41225) 

Income 20985 20940 23500 (2560) 22626

Projected income has been slightly reduced. Officers 

have increased efforts to raise awareness of the charter 

market. The introduction of a monthly Sunday market, 

in addition to the weekly Tuesday and Saturday 

markets, is expected to help generate additional 

income going forward.

Expenditure 4545 2806 4850 2044 3796 0

16440 18134 18650 (4604) 18830

Income 79879 8267 3500 4767 8268
Excess actual income over budget relates to external 

grant received. 

Expenditure 83436 129335 65050 (66054) 86325 1769

Excess actual expenditure over budget relates to 

external grant expenses. The town centre CCTV cabling 

contract has been increased by 100% by the current 

provider.

(3557) (121068) (61550) 70821 (78057) 

Income 84416 75593 0 0 75593
The Council has received PWLB loan for playground 

improvements.

Expenditure 212282 42497 94000 (24617) 147120 76120

The commitment relates to the playground 

improvements which is funded by the PWLB loan. £25k 

will be transferred to rolling capital at year end.

(127866) 33096 (94000) 24617 (71527) 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES Expenditure 17697 13608 16380 2561 16824 211

Income 1662390 1875481 1862460 13021 1878080

The Council has received the total precept for this 

financial year. Excess actual income over budget relates 

to interest income received.

Expenditure 3700 405 4000 (3595) 4000 0

1658690 1861468 1842080 14055 1857256

DEMOCRATIC REP'N & MGM'T Expenditure 9010 6199 12900 6701 11500 0  

Income 1713 1683 0 448 1683 This income represents funds for Mayors Charity. 

Expenditure 3622 2181 3250 214 5933 855

The projected expenditure has been increased to cover 

related expenditure for the recent visit by delegates 

from Germany and France. 

(1,909) (6697) (16150) (6467) (15750) 

Income 55055 64948 62000 2948 62693

The introduction of badminton, table tennis, and the 

repurposing of the Barnett Room are expected to 

achieve or slightly exceed the budgeted income, driven 

by anticipated high participation and popularity of 

these activities. About £4k of the actual income 

received relates to the next financial year and will be 

moved to deffered income at year end.

Expenditure 23903 26577 40580 12365 38917 1638

31152 38371 21420 (9417) 23776

Income 13190 16499 21500 (5001) 16807

The projected income has been reduced because the 

local football team decided not to proceed with renting 

the Lakes pitch on a long-term basis after internal 

reorganisation. Another club has agreed to rent the 

pitch on long term basis.

Expenditure 74705 56553 83730 25617 77322 1560

The projected expenditure has been reduced because 

of credit received from the utility company for the old 

depot.

(61,514) (40054) (62230) (30618) (60515) 

Income 810 1716 340 442 1716

Expenditure 1300576 1311111 1474669 154425 1463686 9133

(1,299,766) (1309395) (1474329) (153983) (1461970) 

Income 7350 20900 18600 2300 20900

Expenditure 188264 215758 225608 7568 234079 2282

The projected expenditure has been reduced compared 

to previous months and this is because the Council has 

received credits from the utility company for the new 

depot.

(180,914) (194858) (207008) (5268) (213179) 

GRAND TOTALS

Income 2057271 2191577 2129818 (16003) 2199691

Expenditure 2011497 1904807 2129818 225011 2197577 97229  

45774 286770 0 2114Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

ALLOTMENTS

BURIAL GROUNDS

CAR PARKS

MARKET

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

CORPORATE MANAGEMENT

ORCHARD COMMUNITY CENTRE

RECREATION GROUNDS

CENTRAL SERVICES (includes 

Magistrates Court and Grants)

PUBLIC REALM (includes Depot and 

Repairs & Maintenance)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

CIVIC ACTIVITIES & EXPENSES

TOWN CENTRE GENERAL

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve
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