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- MINUTES OF THE BIGGLESWADE PUBLIC LAND AND OPEN SPACES MEETING
HELD TUESDAY 4" JUNE 2024
AT 7.00PM AT BIGGLESWADE TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES
THE OLD COURT HOUSE, 4 SAFFRON ROAD, BIGGLESWADE, SG18 8DL

PRESENT:

Clir M North (Chairman)

Clir C Thomas (Deputy Chairman)

Clir D Albone

Clir G Barrett (ex-officio voting Member)
Clir M Foster (ex-officio voting Member)
Clir P Guilcher

Clir J Jones

Clir M Knight

Clir A Skilton

Clir J Woodhead

Mr P Tarrant — Town Clerk & Chief Executive

Mr K Hosseini — Head of Governance & Strategic Partnerships
Mr H Henderson — Public Realm Manager

Ms F Gumush — Communications & Events Officer

Members of the Public — 0

Meeting Formalities:

Following a reminder to meeting attendees that this is a formal meeting, the Chairman advised
that members of the public will be given an opportunity to speak during public open session but
not at other times. The meeting is being filmed and by being present attendees are deemed to
have agreed to be filmed and to the use of those images and sound recordings. The Chairman
advised that attendees should not disclose any personal information of individuals as this would
infringe the Data Protection Rights of that individual.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

a. ClIr D Strachan.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

a. Disclosable Pecuniary interests in any agenda item:
None.

b. Non-Pecuniary interests in any agenda item:
None.
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CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS

ClIr North indicated that he was recently approached by members of the public who asked
about the possibility of netball and basketball courts in Biggleswade.

Clir Jones pointed out that a new basketball team called the Biggleswade Bombers were
being formed and had secured spaces to play at the Stratton School grounds.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

No member of the public wished to speak.

INVITED SPEAKER

No guest speaker was invited.

MEMBERS’ QUESTIONS

Clir Knight proposed that the report for Jubilee Tiny Forest, Gateway Report was brought
into the public open session for discussion. Members agreed that as long as the
confidentiality of the residents’ names and comments were kept, the item could be
discussed in the open forum.

Members RESOLVED to accept the recommendation to bring the item to the agenda under
Items for Consideration.

MINUTES AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEETINGS

P8 Item 9b Stratton Way Cemetery Project — typo in the third paragraph, last line, word
should be ‘considered’.

P9 Item 9d Jubilee Recreation Ground report — first paragraph, third line should read ‘There
will be a consultation’.

P9 Item 9f Brunel Report — The last line should read ‘The installation is aimed for early July
2024.

MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising.

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

Jubilee Tiny Forest Path, Gateway Report

The Head of Governance & Strategic Partnerships firstly thanked all the members of the
public who responded to the Council’s consultation period which ran from 2" April until the
30" April. A Member also set out a question on social media during the consultation period,
which members of the public responded to as well.

Around 32 responses, which included letters, email and comments via the pop-up event,
were received (out of around 300 paper questionnaires issued).

The report noted that there was significant concern regarding a repetition of anti-social

behaviour at Jubilee Recreation, the removal of CCTV, and concerns regarding properties
subsidence.
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The report also indicated that respondents overwhelmingly rejected the idea of a new
paved pathway being created and the removal of the palisade fencing.

The Head of Governance & Strategic Partnerships noted that Officers would like Jubilee
Recreation Ground to be added to the priority list of locations for CCTV provision in the

future.

The following points arose from the discussions held by Members:

It was important to listen to the respondents regarding the gap in the fencing.
Residents concerns about crime should be shared with the police.

The possibility of a bollard in place of the fence could deter larger vehicles from
getting through.

It is important for Officers to determine if the land agent of the new housing estate
plans to erect a fence around the property. If so, this would negate the Council's
efforts to remove the palisade fencing.

Members RESOLVED to accept the recommendations as laid out with an amendment to
the second point.

The recommendations were to:

Enable the Public Realm Team to mow a desire pathway to link the tiny forest area
to the main path and to the section of the palisade fence.

Enable the Public Realm Team to remove the 2.5 metre section of the metal
palisade fence and monitor the access situation, with an operational review in
collaboration with the police and CBC Officers for crime and anti-social behaviour
by late autumn. This would be for a trial period of up to 12 months with regular
updates to the PLOS committee.

Enable Officers to add the Jubilee recreation ground (with its existing lamppost
fixing) to the priority locations list in the CCTV strategy.

Contact the land agent to determine their intentions with a fencing around the
development next to the recreation ground.

10. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Kitelands Report

Presenting the report the Public Realm Manager indicated that the portacabin which had been

on site, had now been removed following completion of the installation work.

He explained that the green mound currently protected by the fencing, had grown well and the

fencing would be removed soon.

With regards to an opening ceremony, the Public Realm Manager pointed out they were

expecting the signage for the park to arrive.

Members discussed the report and agreed that recognition was needed for the work carried out
and the placement of the new equipment; however, a bigger opening ceremony should be held

when all phases of the project are completed.

Members NOTED the report.
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11.

12.

PLOS Project Updates

Members discussed the report and Appendix presented by the Town Clerk & Chief Executive,
which highlighted the progress made with regards to PLOS projects.

Members NOTED the report.

PUBLIC OPEN SESSION

No member of the public wished to speak.
EXEMPT

Football Pitches Infrastructure

Members discussed the report presented by the Head of Governance & Strategic Partnerships.
Members RESOLVED that the matter is discussed further with all parties involved.

Stratton Way Cemetery Project Report

Members discussed the report presented by the Head of Governance & Strategic Partnerships
and RESOLVED that a working group of Council Members and Officers is formed in order to
discuss the project in more detail.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm.
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